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romances are love-stories, and something besides. Not only
are they stories of a particular kind of love; they also incor-
porate a larger tradition which moulds the quality of every
element in their material. The range of their incidents, the
temper of their sentiments, the pattern of their heroes, the
atmosphere of their scenery, and the trend of their ideas, each
and all contribute to the homogeneity of the tradition. And
in the making of the tradition, life and literature had played
complementary parts. The romances reflect the ideal of knight-
hood by their imaginative idealisation of the experience of
knights.

What chivalry is in morals and feudalism in politics, so are

the romances in literature. They are the artistic counterpart of

the moral and political society which produced them. Socially,

one thinks of the Middle Ages as a feudal edifice. Feudalism

built itself on an ascending scale of suzerainties. Its elaborate

distinctions of precedence created colleges of heralds and a

code of social etiquette, as well as a Round Table compromise.

But politically and socially speaking, such a system was fragile

as a castle of cards, capable of destruction by mere exposure

to the winds of heaven, unless cemented by the strongest of

moral and sentimental ties.  And the only moral tie which

could hold the fabric erect was the sense of loyalty* So, out of

mere political necessity in the first place, loyalty is the virtue

above all other virtues in the mediaeval knight's equipment; to

be false to a plighted oath is first in the catalogue of a recreant's

sins. As in the life of the body politic, so in the communion of

the Catholic Church.  The representative of God on earth

called for absolute obedience, and religion consecrated loyalty.

Life's highest ideal was unswerving devotion to an all-exacting

service, the quest of a holy grail. Inevitably these public ideals

were closely reflected in those phases of man's life which come

most intimately to his hearth.   His private and domestic

existence was governed by a code of conduct in the same

range of values. Like his worship of God and his faith to his

suzerain was the love of his lady. It called for a dedicated life.